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Sra. Cowell
St. Stephen the Martyr
Room 206
Course: Spanish
Grades 6, 7, and 8
Meet two days a week for 35 minutes
Textbook: Realidades 1 (Prentice Hall) and various handouts
Materials: black/blue pen, red pen, loose leaf paper, 1 to 2” three-ring binder. While not required, it is suggested that students purchase note cards and a Spanish/English dictionary in order to assist them in their studies outside of the classroom. 

Course Overview: During this school year, you and your classmates will engage in activities that will assist you in reading, writing, hearing, and speaking the Spanish language. The course will cover the vocabulary and grammar used in basic conversations and you are encouraged to use this knowledge to connect to the culture of the Spanish speaking countries. Since learning a language is a continuous process, each section will build on the information covered in previous section(s). 
This textbook begins with the basics, followed by themes (temas) designed to help you communicate in an everyday setting. Each tema has two sections with related topics.
We will cover one section every quarter. You can expect up to three quizzes on each section, plus a section test. Listed below is a brief outline of what will be covered during each quarter. 

	Tema
	Capítulo
 

	Para Empezar
	En la escuela: greetings; introductions; leave-takings; numbers; time; body parts
En la clase: classroom, date, asking for help
El tiempo: weather, seasons


 
	           Tema I
	Capítulo A
	 Capítulo B
 

	1. Mis amigos y yo
	¿Qué te gusta hacer?
Activities and expressions for saying what you like and don’t like to do
Infinitives; making negative statements
 
	Y tú, ¿cómo eres?
Adjectives and vocabulary to ask about and describe someone’s personality
Adjectives; definite and indefinite articles; word order



	2. La escuela
	Tu día en la escuela
Classroom items and furniture; parts of the classroom; prepositions of location
Subject pronouns; the present tense of -ar verbs
	Tu sala de clases
Classroom items and furniture; parts of the classroom; prepositions of location
The verb estar; plurals of nouns and articles



3. La comida	 ¿Desayuno o almuerzo?	Para mantener la salud

			Foods, beverages, adverbs		Foods, beverages, expressions to
			of frequency, expressions		discuss health, to discuss preferences,
			to show surprise			agreement, disagreement, quantity;
								adjectives to describe food
			
Present tense of –er and –ir 	The plural of adjectives; the verb ser
			verbs, me gusta(n)

4. Los 		¿Adónde vas? 			¿Quieres ir conmigo?
   pasatiempos	
			Leisure activities; places;		Leisure activities; feelings; expressions for
			expressions to tell where and	extending, accepting and declining invitations;
			whom you go with; when things	expressions to tell when something happens
			are done

			The verb ir; interrogative words     Ir + a + infinitive; jugar

5. Fiesta en		Una fiesta de cumpleaños	¡Vamos a un restaurante!
    familia
			Family and parties			Describing people and ordering a meal

			Tener; possessive adjectives	Venir, ser, estar		












Grading Policy: 
Class Participation and Effort 						30%
Formal Assessments including quizzes, tests and homework		50%
Informal Oral Assessments							20%


Make-up Work: In the event of an excused absence, students will be able to make up missed assignments, quizzes, and/or tests. It is the student’s responsibility to check with their homework buddy to see what was covered on the day he/she missed class. In the event that a test or quiz is missed, the student must schedule a time to make it up. 

Homework: You should expect homework activities two times a week that will take 10-20 minutes to complete. Students are also required to study using their notes or the Realidades website. 


Contact Information: If you have any questions, the best way to contact me is by email. My email address is m.cowell@stephen.org. Students may come to see me for help from 8-8:15 am or 3:30- 3:45 pm. Longer or earlier times will need to be arranged to accommodate my Outdoor Duty schedule. You may also contact me by calling the school at (402) 896-0645.

Stephen the Martyr Spanish Rubric
This is a Grading Rubric for Spanish Classroom Participation and Effort, and Informal Oral Assessments.

	Classroom Participation and Effort

	Rubric Standards
	4 = A 
	3 = B 
	2 = C 
	1 = D 

	Participation/ Effort
	Students Always:
Participate actively.
Do their best work.
Exhibit a positive attitude.
Listen and follow directions.
Stay on task.
Follow the classroom/school rules.
	Most of the
time Students:
	Some of the
time Students:
	Rarely Students:

	Attitude
	Students Always:
Show respect for the teacher.
Show respect for other students.
Recognize the need for teamwork and help teammates to improve.
Exhibit listening skills
Exhibit good “sportsmanship” in all situations.
Cooperate in all situations.
	Most of the
time Students:
	Some of the
time Students:
	Rarely Students:

	Respect
	Students Always:
Use equipment/materials appropriately.
Obey the classroom and school rules.
Follow the teacher’s directions.
Exhibit respect for each other.
	Most of the
time Students:
	Some of the
time Students:
	Rarely Students:

	Informal Oral Assessment

	Repeats words
	Students Always:
□ Repeat words in Spanish accurately
	Most of the
time Students:
	Some of the
time Students:
	Rarely Students:

	Responds in Spanish
	Students Always:
□ Responds in Spanish accurately 
	Most of the
time Students:
	Some of the
time Students:
	Rarely Students:





